
Background 

In 1997, at the age of 19, David Angus would see his lifetime of living with kidney disease come to a head with 
a series of surgeries at St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton. First, in June 1997, David with have a dialysis 
catheter inserted into his chest to prepare for the life sustaining treatment. Next, in August of that year, David 
would become the first person to have both of his kidney’s removed laparoscopically in preparation for an 
upcoming kidney transplant. This surgery would become so complex, that it would be over two years before 
this procedure would be regularly practiced.  

Then, on October 31st, 1997, David’s Father, Ken Angus, would give him a 2nd chance at life by heroically 
donating a kidney to David.  

In June of 2016, David became aware of the upcoming 
20th anniversary of the transplant and wanted to find 
an initiative to give back. With Ken on board, Guitar 
Strings and Kidney things was born. Over the next 16 
months, a concert event was planned in support of the 
Kidney Foundation of Canada. 

On Saturday, October 28, 2017, a sold out event took 
place at Collective Arts Brewery in Hamilton, in which 
approximately $14,000 was raised. The event featured 
comedian Adrian Cronk, the InBetwe3n and was headlined by Canadian rock legends, The Lowest of the Low. 
Food trucks were also in attendance, and the evening featured a 23 items Silent Auction, as well as, a raffle for 
two WestJet, round-trip tickets. 

Building off the success of this past October’s event, David and Ken are hoping to replicate the success in 
support of St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton’s reimagining and redevelopment of the Charlton Campus dialysis 
unit.   
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A Special Note from Event Chair, David Angus 

 

Thanks for taking time to consider supporting our event. 

In 1997, I was a mere 19-year-old who recently graduated High School, and was watching many of his 

friends venture off to University or College.  My journey was different.  In 1997, I spent my summer 

preparing for a fall of adversity. 

Though I was diagnosed with kidney failure as an infant, the road leading to 1997 had an odd mix of 

normalcy that partnered with adversity.  I was hospitalized yearly with infections, but I still did 

everything possible to be a kid.  Joining sports leagues, going away on vacations or camping with friends, 

were luxuries my frail health would not allow me to afford. 

In 1997, that all changed.  In June, a week before my High School graduation, I had surgery to implant a 

dialysis catheter.  In August, I would become the first person in Hamilton to have my kidneys removed 

through a tube (called "laparoscopy") which nearly ended my life, but instead motivated it.  I would 

spend a few months on dialysis until October 31st, 1997, when I received a kidney from my father, Ken. 

My care was managed at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Hamilton.  The level of compassionate care provided in 

the St. Joseph’s Renal program meets the demand of living with kidney disease.  Over 600 people a week 

rely on the lifesaving treatment of dialysis at the Charlton campus, and it is in need of an upgrade.  

Creating a warm, patient and family friendly space, with increased privacy, to provide comfort for this 

invasive procedure is necessary to increase the quality of life while on dialysis. 

Join us to make a difference in providing comfort, care and support, to the hundreds that rely on their 

dialysis treatment at St. Joe’s. 

 

Thank you, 

 

David Angus 

 

 

 



A Special Note from co-Chair, Ken Angus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for taking time to consider supporting our event. 

Our story is one that many families coping with childhood renal failure deal with every day.  In David's 

case, he was diagnosed with kidney failure when he was only a few months old that continued until his 

kidney transplant some twenty (20) years later.  Through all that time, our family went through the 

positives and negatives associated with David's issues.  The toll on every member of our family at times 

seemed insurmountable, but just when it seemed like this problem was bigger than all of us, along would 

come good news that would lift our spirits.  Over time David became much stronger than all of us 

because with all of the challenges he, and we, were never wavering in our approach for him to get 

better.  So, in 1997 when my son Jeff and I were asked to consider donating a kidney to David, there was 

no hesitation in our decision.  After all of the tests, consultations and prayers, the results indicated that 

I was a good match for David so on October 31, 1997 David received my kidney in a successful transplant 

in Hamilton, Ontario. 

We are asking you to support St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton so that they can continue to provide the 

essential programs that are necessary to the folks in Hamilton and area so that they can have the best 

possible quality of life.  With a leading team of nephrologists, multiple dialysis centres in the Hamilton 

area, excellent transplant team, world renowned researchers and the largest renal programme in 

Ontario, St. Joseph’s is well suited to providing the care and treatment that is so necessary for those folks 

requiring this treatment. 

 The proceeds of our Guitar Strings and Kidney Things Concert, will be donated to the St. Joseph’s 

Healthcare Hamilton Foundation  in support of kidney care in Hamilton and area.  So won't you 

contribute to this worthwhile cause.  Can we count on your support?   

 

Thank You, 

Ken Angus 

 

 


